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CFBS Ski Trip 2027 
THE TRIP IS NOW FULLY SUBSCRIBED – all applicants should have received an email 
on the 18th of June from SkiTrip@cfbs.islington.sch.uk those who applied but were not 
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PLEASE NOTE 

THE TRIP IS NOW FULLY SUBSCRIBED – all applicants should have received an email 
on the 18th of June from SkiTrip@cfbs.islington.sch.uk those who applied but were not 
successful will be added to the waiting list. 

 

1. Key trip information 

Where is the ski trip going? 

The CFBS Ski Trip 2027 will be going to Zell am See, Austria. 

https://www.skibound.co.uk/destination/austria/zell-am-see/ 

Students will be staying at the Hotel Kirchenwirt, through SkiBound. 

https://www.skibound.co.uk/destination/austria/zell-am-see/kirchenwirt/ 

 

When is the trip? 

The trip is planned to depart on Friday 12th February 2027, during the February half-
term holiday. 

The return is expected on 19th/20th February 2027, although the exact return date and 
time will be confirmed once the ferry schedule has been finalised. 

How long is the trip? 

The trip will last 7 days, with 5 nights spent at the resort. 

How many places are available? 

There are 40 places available on the trip. 

Who is organising the trip? 

The trip is being organised by Central Foundation Boys’ School, in partnership with 
SkiBound, a school ski trip provider. 

What is the purpose of the trip? 

The trip gives students the opportunity to: 

• Learn or improve their skiing  
• Experience the Alpine environment of Austria  
• Develop independence and confidence  
• Experience another European culture  
• Take part in a residential school trip under staff supervision  

 

mailto:SkiTrip@cfbs.islington.sch.uk
https://www.skibound.co.uk/destination/austria/zell-am-see/
https://www.skibound.co.uk/destination/austria/zell-am-see/kirchenwirt/
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Who can go on the trip? 

Please note that the ski trip is primarily available to students who will be in Years 9 and 
10 at the time of the trip. Year 8 students may be offered a place if spaces remain 
available. 

 

Which staff members are going on the trip?  
The following staff members are currently expected to accompany students on the trip: 

• Mr Stevens – Trip Lead and First Aider 
• Mr Russel – Deputy Trip Lead 
• Mr Lloyd – PE and First Aider 
• Mr Melvin – First Aider 
• Miss Bloxham – Director of Learning 
• Miss Bennett – Director of Learning 

Please note that staffing may be subject to change if required. 

Can parents/carers go on the trip? 

No. The ski trip is staffed by members of staff from Central Foundation Boys’ School, 
and we do not use parents/carers as accompanying adults on the trip. 

During ski lessons, students will also be supervised by qualified ski instructors. 

2. Application process and places 

How do I apply for my son to attend? 

Parents/carers should complete the return slip from the ski trip letter and ask their son 
to return it to the school office. 

THE TRIP IS NOW FULLY SUBSCRIBED – all applicants should have  received an email 
on the 18th of June from SkiTrip@cfbs.islington.sch.uk those who applied but were not 
successful will be added to the waiting list. 

 

Is my son guaranteed a place if I return the slip? 

No. There are only 40 places available, and demand is expected to be high. 

What happens if the trip is oversubscribed? 

If more than 40 students apply, students who do not initially secure a place will be 
placed on a waiting list. 

mailto:SkiTrip@cfbs.islington.sch.uk
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How will I find out if my son has secured a place? 

An email will be sent to all parents/carers who have applied, confirming whether their 
son has secured a place on the ski trip or has been placed on the waiting list. 

When will I need to pay the deposit? 

If your son is offered a place, the first deposit of £200 will need to be paid by 30th June 
2026 to secure the place. 

If the deposit is not paid by the deadline, the place may be offered to another student 
on the waiting list. 

 

3. Cost, payments and financial support 

How much does the trip cost? 

The total cost of the trip is £1,299. 

What deposit is required? 

A first deposit of £200 is required by 30th June 2026. 

How will payments be made? 

Payments will be made through the school’s ParentPay system. 

If you have never used ParentPay and need to set up an account, please email 
Datateam@cfbsislington.onmicrosoft.com who will be able to assist you.   

Will there be a payment plan? 

Yes. After the first deposit, the school will arrange a monthly payment plan to help 
families manage the remaining cost of the trip, the provisional schedule is identified as.  

• £200 due by 30th June 2026  
• £200 due by 30th July 2026  
• £200 due by 30th August 2026  
• £200 due by 30th September 2026  
• £200 due by 30th October 2026  
• £299 due by 30th November 2026  

 

Total: £1,299. 

Is financial support available? 

Students registered for Free School Meals may be eligible for a substantial school 
subsidy to help cover part of the cost. 

mailto:Datateam@cfbsislington.onmicrosoft.com
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Parents/carers are encouraged to apply and, where appropriate, discuss the level of 
support available with their son’s Director of Learning. 

What happens if my son can no longer attend the trip? 

If your son is no longer able to attend the trip, please inform the school as soon as 
possible. 

The school will do its best to offer the place to another student, for example from the 
waiting list. However, parents/carers should be aware that this may not always be 
possible, particularly once bookings, names, travel arrangements or provider deadlines 
have been confirmed. 

Any refund or change to the payment schedule will depend on the terms and conditions 
of the travel provider and whether the place can be successfully filled by another 
student. 

Does the school make money from the trip? 

No. The school does not run the ski trip to make a profit. 

The cost of the trip is based on the price charged by the travel provider and the 
associated costs of running a safe, well-organised residential visit. 

The school also subsidises elements of the trip to help keep the overall cost as low as 
possible for families, while ensuring that students are safe, well supervised and fully 
supported throughout the visit. 

 

4. What is included in the price? 

What travel is included? 

The trip includes return coach travel to and from school. 

It also includes the return ferry crossing on the Dover–Calais route. 

What accommodation is included? 

The price includes 5 nights of full-board accommodation in multi-bedded rooms. 

What meals are included? 

Full board is included while students are at the resort. 

The first included meal is the evening meal on the day of arrival. 

Please note that drinks with meals, other than breakfast, are not included. 

Is ski equipment included? 

Yes. The price includes 5 days’ hire of: 
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• Skis  
• Ski Boots  
• Poles  
• Helmet  

Are ski lessons included? 

Yes. The package includes 5 days of ski tuition, with 5 hours of tuition per day. 

Ski instructors are usually allocated on a ratio of approximately 1 instructor to 12 or 13 
students, depending on the resort. 

Is the lift pass included? 

Yes. The price includes a 5-day local lift pass. 

Is insurance included? 

Yes. The package includes comprehensive travel and winter sports insurance. 

Further details of the insurance cover will be shared with parents/carers closer to the 
trip. 

 

5. What is not included? 

What extra costs may need to be budgeted for? 

Parents/carers may need to budget separately for: 

• Any visa or travel authorisation required for the country being visited  
• Ski clothing  
• Pocket money  
• Drinks with meals, other than breakfast  
• Food, drinks or snacks during travel  
• Any personal purchases students wish to make at the resort  

Is ski clothing included? 

No. Ski clothing is not included in the trip price. 

Students will need suitable ski clothing. Further details, including low-cost options, will 
be provided closer to the trip and/or at the ski trip parents’ evening. 

Will students need spending money? 

Yes. Students will need some pocket money for personal purchases, such as drinks, 
snacks, souvenirs and food during travel. 
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Final guidance will be shared closer to the trip, but students should not need large 
amounts of money. As a guide, previous trips have suggested a maximum of around 
€100, although this will be confirmed nearer the time. 

 

6. Skiing ability, lessons and safety 

Does my son need to have skied before? 

No. Students do not need to have skied before. The trip is suitable for beginners as well 
as students who may already have some skiing experience. 

Students will receive ski tuition at the resort. 

Will students be allowed to snowboard? 

No. This is a ski trip, and students unfortunately will not be allowed to snowboard as 
there is no provision to support student safety in this activity.  

All students will take part in skiing lessons and must follow the arrangements agreed by 
the school, SkiBound and the resort. 

How much skiing will students do? 

Students will have 5 hours of ski tuition per day for 5 days. 

Will students be taught in groups? 

Yes. Students will be taught in ski groups by qualified ski instructors. Instructor ratios 
are usually approximately 1 instructor to 12 or 13 students, depending on the resort. 

Students will be assessed by instructors and placed in appropriate groups. Groups may 
change during the week as students develop their confidence and ability. 

Will students be allowed to ski off-piste? 

No. Students will not be allowed to ski off-piste as insurance does not cover this as an 
activity. 

Any skiing will take place under the supervision of qualified ski instructors and within 
the arrangements agreed by the school and provider. 

Do students have to wear helmets? 

Yes. Helmets are included in the ski hire package and must be worn when skiing. 

Students must follow all safety instructions from ski instructors and school staff. 
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7. Passports, visas and travel documents 

Will students need a passport? 

Yes. Students will need a valid passport for travel to Austria. 

Parents/carers are responsible for ensuring that their son has a valid passport and 
meets all immigration requirements for the countries being visited or travelled through. 

What passport validity is required? 

As Austria is in the Schengen area, passports must meet Schengen entry requirements. 

As a safe margin, we recommend that passports have at least 6 months remaining 
from the date of travel. Passports must also have been issued within the last 10 years. 

Passports will need to be handed in to school before the trip. Students should not bring 
passports for the first time on the day of departure. 

Does my son need a GHIC card? 

Yes. Students will need a valid GHIC card for the trip. 

The GHIC helps students access necessary state healthcare in many European 
countries. Students will be expected to carry their GHIC during the trip, and staff will 
also keep a record of relevant details in case the card is lost. 

GHIC cards will need to be handed in to school before the trip, along with passports 
and any required medication. 

Will students need a visa or ETIAS? 

This will depend on each student’s nationality and the travel rules in place at the time of 
the trip. 

ETIAS is the EU’s new travel authorisation for visa-exempt travellers entering 30 
European countries. It is currently expected to start operating in the final quarter of 
2026. No action is required from travellers at this point, and the EU will announce the 
specific start date before launch. 

As the trip is in February 2027, parents/carers should expect that ETIAS or other travel 
authorisation requirements may apply by then. 

The school will provide further guidance closer to the time, but it remains each 
passenger’s responsibility to meet the immigration requirements for travel. 

Can I apply for ETIAS now? 

No. ETIAS applications are not currently open. Parents/carers should avoid unofficial 
websites claiming to sell ETIAS early. 
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Where can parents/carers check travel requirements? 

Parents/carers should check official guidance closer to the time of travel. ABTA also 
provides information about upcoming changes for travel to Europe. 

 

8. Behaviour expectations 

What behaviour is expected on the trip? 

Students are expected to follow the same high standards of behaviour expected in 
school. 

This includes listening to staff and instructors, being respectful to other students, hotel 
staff, coach drivers and members of the public, and always behaving safely. 

Because this is a residential trip abroad, unsafe or seriously inappropriate behaviour 
will be treated very seriously. 

What are the basic expectations for students? 

Students will be reminded of three simple expectations throughout the trip: 

• Be on time  
• Be polite  
• Follow instructions first time, every time  

These expectations are important because students are representing the school and 
because safety depends on students listening carefully to staff and instructors. 

What happens if a student behaves poorly? 

The school will use a step-based behaviour approach where appropriate. 

This may include warnings, meetings with staff, parental contact, missing an evening 
activity, or, in extreme cases, parents/carers being asked to collect their son early. 

If behaviour puts the student or others at risk, skiing or other activities may be 
restricted. 

 

9. Accommodation and rooms 

Where will students stay? 

For 2027, students will stay at the Hotel Kirchenwirt in Zell am See, Austria. 

https://www.skibound.co.uk/destination/austria/zell-am-see/kirchenwirt/ 

What type of rooms will students stay in? 

Accommodation is based on multi-bedded rooms. 

https://www.skibound.co.uk/destination/austria/zell-am-see/kirchenwirt/
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Can students choose who they share with? 

Rooming arrangements will be organised closer to the trip. The school will take student 
preferences into account where possible, but final rooming decisions will be made by 
staff. 

How will rooms be allocated? 

Students will be allocated rooms by school staff. Student preferences may be 
considered where possible, but final rooming decisions will be made by staff. 

Will rooms be checked? 

Yes. Rooms will be checked on arrival so that any existing damage can be recorded. 

Staff may also carry out room inspections during the trip to support student 
organisation, wellbeing and safety. 

Students are expected to keep rooms tidy and look after the accommodation. 
Parents/carers may be contacted if there are concerns about damage or inappropriate 
behaviour in rooms. 

What happens if a student damages hotel property? 

Students are expected to look after the accommodation and behave responsibly in the 
hotel. 

Any damage caused by students may be charged to parents/carers. 

Can students lock their rooms overnight? 

Students will be expected to follow staff instructions about room safety. Staff must be 
able to access rooms in an emergency. 

10. Medical information, dietary needs and wellbeing 

What should I do if my son has asthma, allergies or other medical needs? 

Parents/carers must ensure that the school is aware of all medical requirements 
before the trip. 

A medical information form will be sent out to parents/carers and must be completed 
accurately. This will include information about medical conditions, allergies, asthma, 
medication, dietary needs and any other relevant support requirements. 

Where needed, the school will liaise with parents/carers before departure to 
understand care plans, medication routines and emergency procedures. Relevant 
information will also be shared with staff and, where appropriate, the ski provider or 
instructors. 
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Will medication be collected before departure? 

Yes. The ski trip organisers and school medical team will arrange to collect medication 
before departure. 

Medication must be clearly labelled and handed in according to the school’s 
instructions. Parents/carers should not send medication for the first time on the day of 
departure unless this has been agreed with the school in advance. 

How much medication should parents/carers provide? 

Parents/carers will need to provide two sets of all medication required for the trip. 

Where appropriate, one set can remain with the student and the spare set will be 
carried by a member of staff. 

For EpiPens, parents/carers will need to provide four EpiPens for the trip: two to 
remain with the student and two to be carried by a member of staff. 

All medication must be clearly labelled with the student’s name and dosage 
instructions. 

Do parents/carers need a doctor’s letter for medication? 

Parents/carers may need to provide a doctor’s letter for sensitive, specialist or 
controlled medication, or for items that may require explanation when travelling 
internationally. 

Medication should be kept in its original packaging where possible, with the 
prescription label visible. 

Parents/carers should check the official GOV.UK/FCDO travel advice and relevant 
guidance before travel to ensure that any medication being taken into the EU is 
permitted and that the correct documentation is in place. GOV.UK advises travellers 
with prescribed medication to check restrictions before travelling and to carry 
appropriate documentation, especially for controlled medicines.  

What happens if my son becomes ill or injured? 

Minor injuries or illnesses will usually be dealt with by the visit team and on-site staff. 

The ski instructors at the resort are first aid trained, and there will also be members of 
CFBS staff on the trip who are first aid trained. 

If a student is injured on the slopes, the ski instructor and school staff will follow the 
resort’s medical procedures. Parents/carers will be contacted if the incident is 
significant, if medical treatment is required, or if there are any ongoing concerns. 

In the unlikely event that a student needs hospital treatment, a member of staff will 
accompany them, and the school will keep parents/carers updated. 
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What if my son has dietary requirements? 

Parents/carers should provide details of any dietary requirements before the trip. 

If your son has a specific dietary requirement, allergy or medical need linked to food, 
this must be shared with the school in advance. 

What if my son feels tired, homesick or overwhelmed? 

It is normal for students to feel tired, emotional or homesick at times, especially if this 
is one of their first residential trips away from home. 

Staff will support students throughout the trip. Students will be encouraged to sleep 
properly, eat properly, talk to staff if they are worried, and support each other positively. 

 

 

11. Kit, packing and luggage 

What clothing and equipment will my son need? 

Students will need suitable ski clothing and general clothing for the hotel/evening. A full 
kit list will be shared before the trip, but students should expect to bring: 

• Ski jacket  
• Ski trousers/salopettes  
• Ski gloves  
• Ski goggles  
• Thermal base layers  
• Thick ski socks  
• Neck warmer/buff  
• Long-sleeved tops, hoodies or sweatshirts  
• Comfortable clothes for the hotel/evening  
• Suitable outdoor/waterproof shoes or boots  
• Indoor shoes or slippers  
• UV-protective sunglasses  
• Hat and scarf  
• High-protection sunscreen  
• Lip balm  
• Bath towel and toiletries  
• Adapter plug  
• Power bank  
• Reusable water bottle  
• Small backpack suitable for skiing and travel  
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• Travel pillow and entertainment for the coach journey  
 
NB. you do not need skis, ski boots, ski poles or a helmet – these will be provided.  

Students should also bring any ongoing medication, clearly labelled. 

Passports and GHIC cards will need to be provided to school in advance. 

Where can I get ski clothing for my son? 

Ski clothing does not need to be expensive. Families may wish to consider renting 
skiwear from providers such as: 

https://ecoski.co.uk/ 

Alternatively, low-cost ski clothing can often be found at: 

• Decathlon 
• TK Maxx 
• eBay or other second-hand sellers 

NB. See the equipment list above, you do not need skis, ski boots, ski poles or a helmet.  

What luggage should students bring? 

Students should bring one soft holdall-style bag rather than a large hard suitcase. 

Luggage should not be too large, as students will need to carry and manage their own 
bags during the journey and at the accommodation. 

Students should also bring a small backpack for the coach journey and for use during 
the day. 

What should students pack for the journey? 

Students should have a small bag for the coach journey containing useful items such 
as: 

• Money for food/drinks during travel  
• Any ongoing medication  
• Entertainment, such as books, cards or electronic devices  
• Travel pillow  
• Water bottle  
• Snacks, if appropriate  

Students may also be advised to wear or keep their ski coat easily accessible, 
depending on the travel and arrival arrangements. 

Is ski equipment hired at the resort? 

Yes. Skis, boots, poles and helmets are included in the package. 

https://ecoski.co.uk/
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Can students bring their own skis, boots or helmets? 

Students will use the equipment provided as part of the package. If a student has their 
own ski equipment, parents/carers should contact the school before making any 
arrangements, as this may affect transport, storage and insurance arrangements. 

12. Food, meals and spending money 

What meals are included? 

Full board is included while students are at the resort. 

The first included meal is the evening meal on the day of arrival. 

Students will need money for food, drinks or snacks during travel. 

What happens if my son is a fussy eater? 

Students will be expected to eat properly at mealtimes because skiing is physically 
demanding. 

Food abroad may be different from what students are used to. Students are expected to 
be polite, try the food provided, and eat proper meals. 

Sweets, snacks and drinks are not a substitute for breakfast, lunch or dinner. 

Staff will monitor this and support students where needed. 

Will students need money for meals during travel? 

Yes. Students should remember that they may need money for meals during the 
journey, as well as any spending money at the resort for presents, drinks or out-of-meal 
snacks. 

Guidance on a suitable amount of spending money will be shared closer to the trip. 

How much spending money should students bring? 

Final guidance will be shared closer to the trip, but students should not need large 
amounts of money. 

As a guide, previous trips have suggested a maximum of around €100, although this will 
be confirmed nearer the time. 

Can staff look after my son’s spending money? 

Where needed, parents/carers may ask for student money to be held securely by staff 
and distributed at appropriate times. This can help students manage their spending and 
reduce the risk of money being lost. 

If parents/carers would like staff to manage cash, this should be handed in on one of 
the school’s ski trip drop-off dates, not brought for the first time on the day of 
departure. 
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13. Mobile phones, electronics and contact home 

Can students bring mobile phones? 

Yes. Students may bring mobile phones, but they must use them responsibly. 

Students will be allowed access to phones during appropriate times in the day. Phones 
will be collected overnight and returned the following morning, provided students are 
up and ready on time. 

Students must not take photos or videos of other students in a malicious or unkind way. 
They must not take photos of staff. Any misuse of phones, including cyberbullying or 
inappropriate photography, may result in confiscation or loss of phone privileges. 

Will students be able to contact home? 

Yes. Students will be encouraged to check in with home regularly. The trip routine will 
include an opportunity for students to contact parents/carers during the evening. 

Will mobile phones work abroad? 

Mobile phones are generally usable in the EU, but parents/carers must check their 
son’s mobile phone plan before the trip. 

Parents/carers should check roaming charges, data limits and any additional costs with 
their phone provider. Students should understand what they can and cannot do with 
mobile data while abroad. 

Are phones and other electronic devices insured? 

Students bring phones, tablets, handheld consoles and other electronic devices at their 
own risk. 

The trip insurance may not cover personal electronic devices. Parents/carers should 
check their own insurance arrangements before allowing students to bring expensive 
items. 

 

14. Daily routine 

What will a typical day look like? 

A typical day will usually include: 

• Wake-up and breakfast  
• Morning kit check  
• Morning ski lesson  
• Lunch  
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• Afternoon ski lesson  
• Return to hotel and organise kit  
• Dinner  
• Evening activity or group time  
• Evening briefing  
• Phone call/check-in time  
• Bedtime and lights out  

Exact timings may change depending on weather, resort arrangements and the ski 
school schedule. 

Will there be evening activities? 

Yes. Evening activities or group time will form part of the trip routine. Exact activities will 
depend on availability, weather, timings and the arrangements made by the provider. 

 

15. Communication before and during the trip 

Will there be a parents’ evening? 

Yes. A ski trip parents’ evening will be arranged before the trip, usually after October 
half-term. 

Further details, including the date and time, will be shared during the first term. 

What will be covered at the parents’ evening? 

The parents’ evening will cover key information such as: 

• Travel arrangements  
• Kit and clothing  
• Spending money  
• Behaviour expectations  
• Medical information  
• Insurance  
• Passports and travel documents  
• Final arrangements before departure  

How will parents receive updates? 

The school will provide updates to parents/carers as the trip approaches. 

Key information will also be made available on the school website. 

How can I make sure I receive trip updates? 

Parents/carers should keep an eye out for further communication during the year and 
check junk/spam folders regularly. 
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Important information may include: 

• Final itinerary  
• Packing list  
• Passport/GHIC/medication drop-off dates  
• Emergency contact details  
• Payment reminders  
• Parents’ evening information  

Who should parents contact during the trip? 

Emergency contact arrangements will be shared with parents/carers before departure. 

For routine updates, parents/carers should follow the school’s agreed communication 
channels. 

 

16. Confirmed-place checklist 

What will parents/carers need to do once a place is confirmed? 

Once a student has been offered and accepted a place, parents/carers will need to: 

• Pay the deposit by the stated deadline  
• Follow the ParentPay payment schedule  
• Complete the student details and medical information form  
• Provide passport details and check passport validity  
• Apply for or provide a valid GHIC card  
• Provide details of any dietary requirements, medical conditions or medication  
• Attend the ski trip parents’ evening  
• Hand in passport, GHIC card, medication and any managed pocket money on 

the designated drop-off dates  
• Check final kit, luggage and travel arrangements before departure  

When do passports, GHIC cards, medication and pocket money need to be handed in? 

The school will arrange specific ski trip drop-off dates before departure. 

Parents/carers will be asked to bring key items to school in advance, including: 

• Passport  
• GHIC card  
• Medication, where applicable  
• Pocket money, if parents/carers would like staff to manage it  

These items should not be brought for the first time on the day of departure. 
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17. Further information 

Where can I find more information? 

A pre-trip meeting will take place where more details will be given, and any further 
queries can be raised. 

Further information will also be available on the school website: 

https://www.centralfoundationboys.co.uk/parents/ 

Who should I contact if I have a question? 

Parents/carers should first check this FAQ and the ski trip page on the school website, 
as most common questions will be answered there. 

If you still have a ski trip question, you can email: 

SkiTrip@cfbs.islington.sch.uk 

Please note that this mailbox will be checked once a week. Queries will either be 
answered directly or passed to the appropriate member of staff where needed. 

If your query is about setting up or accessing ParentPay, please email: 

datateam@cfbsislington.onmicrosoft.com 

The Data Team will be able to support you with ParentPay account access. 
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